THE GREAT WAR, 1917

the French would become discouraged and stop fighting
altogether.

Amongst the many others who visited Douglas's head-
quarters was the Archbishop of York. In the course of con-
versation Douglas raised the question of a great Imperial
Church* This was a subject to which my husband had given
much thought. He spoke of it to the King after the war and
made mention of its desirability, in many of his speeches
when honours were being conferred upon him. He sug-
gested that the Archbishops had, in the war, a golden oppor-
tunity of establishing a united Church to which all honest
citizens of the Empire might belong.

Shortly before the attack was due to commence, Sir
William Robertson came to see Douglas, He was in entire
agreement that it would be folly to send troops away from
France to Italy and other places. Douglas urged on him the
necessity of his impressing this view on the Cabinet and to
emphasise his conviction of the importance of the matter by
handing in his resignation if Lloyd George persisted in act-
ing in direct opposition to the advice of the General Staff,
Douglas also asked him to ascertain if his proposed offensive
had the foil support of the Government.

It was just five days before the beginning of the most
talked of part of the whole war, the operations in the region
of Passchendaele, that my husband wrote to me about the
writing of his life. He always coupled me with any such re-
cord and referred to it as our history. He insisted that one
day / would write it because he was quite sure that he would
be so tired of the whole war and the difficulties that were
put in his way, that he would be quite unable to write suffi-
ciently tolerantly of some of the members of the Govern-
ment who had made his task so irksome.

The attack started on the 3 ist of July on a front of fifteen
miles extending from Steenstraate village on the left to La
Basse-Ville on the river Lys on the right Very satisfactory
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